
Forecast Offers Little Hope
Washington, March 26..Weather forecast:
Georgia.Rain, followed by fair Thursday; cold wave by night;

Friday, fair.
Florida.Generally fair Thursday and Friday, preceded by rain

in north portion Thursday; colder Thursday; cold wave in north por¬
tion.

Alabama.Generally fair Thursday and Friday; cold wave Thurs¬
day.

Mississippi.Fair Thursday and Friday; colder Thursday, with
cold wave in south portion; rising temperature Friday.

Louisiana.Fair Thursday and Friday; colder Thursday; rising
temperature.

Eastern Texas.Fair Thursday and Friday; colder Thursday along
the coast; rising temperature Friday.

Oklahoma.Fair Thursday and Friday; rising temperature Fri¬
day.

Arkansas.Fair Thursday, with warmer in west portion; Friday,
fair and warmer.

Tennessee.ltain or snow, followed by fair and colder Thursday;
cold wave in east portion; Friday, fair, with rising temperature.

Kentucky.Kain or snow, followed by fair and colder Thursday;
Friday, fair, with rising temperature.

West Virginia.Hain or snow, with a cold wave Thursday; Fri¬
day, fair, with warmer in afternoon.

Ohio.Hain or snow Thursday, with colder in south portion; Fri¬
day, fair, with rising temperature.

Indiana.Snow flurries, followed by fair Thursday; Friday, fair,with rising temperature.

Darkness Comes, Shutting Out
Scenes That Beggar

Description.

CUT OFF FROM WORLD

Scores of Ohio Cities ami Towns
Are Inundated by

Flood.

[By Associated Tress 1
Coluniltilfc, (l.i :>lar«*li 20..Ohio Is cx-

jiericueiu£ the worn* flood in its his¬
tory. Man< enllmntcii Hint the dum-
nge to property li» the greatest nine?
t.nlveMon. '1'e.xnn, « n* literally swept
off the inn p.

(.ntheriiiK darkness to-night brought
bo relief to the »rnr<'« of cities mill
tonnn of the Stnte flint lire iniiniinted

cut off from the outside world, hut
ife.«A^cnd enst n cloora over the rushing
natrlw. prnctlcnlly thwarted rescue
work, ani^ Increased the horrors of the
Situation. .'J'hoiinniirln of pcrsnnw are

Imprsloned the swollen waters.
Although tlie nnlrrn in Home places

are reported lu lie slowly receding,
there no Immediate relief in nIkIK
to-night, while rain continued to ilc-
sccnd at t imen in torrent*.

Mauy wild lluuiorH t on tinned.
So appalling and seemingly exagger¬

ated were many of the reports from
flooded cities and towns to-day that
they were disputed and in many in¬
stances wholly disregarded hater re¬
ports from these Fame sections, how¬
ever. many times confirmed what
seemed to he wild rumors. In other
cases reports proved incorrect.
The various news agencies are work-

ins under great dilliculties in securing
accusaie reports, because of crippled
wire facilities. Many cities and towns
ure completely isolated, and only ru¬
mors can l>e obtained. These cannot
be verified until wire and transporta¬
tion service is restored.

Although reports of distress and dta-
astcr are. coming in from every* sec¬
tion. the greatest damage and loss of
1 apparently is at Dayton. Condi¬
tions there beggar description. While
tip l u-'ttf s section Is practically all
under water. %n.d the estimated loss
of life is appalling, fires are addVfi to
the terror.
The lurid Itsrhts frotn burning build¬

ings are adding horrors to the stride*

on city to-night. Doss of life iB esti¬
mated at from hundreds to thousands.
Handicapped efforts at rescue work

to-day failed to clarify the puzzling
situation regarding loss of life from
Columbus. Many who am considered
conservative place the loss there from
100 to 160. IAt Delaware, twenty-five miles north
of Columbus, the Inhabitants are still
flood bound, and details are unavail-
able. The known dead already number
thirty-three, according to a correspon-
dent on the scenc. This town, not un-
like others, ie Isolated.
From Sidney conies the report that

from 100 to 600 have been drowned.
Governor Cox sa'.d he had information
that there was no loss of life in Sid¬
ney.

Tiffin reported at least fifty lives
l06t.

Stratford Swpt A*rny.
Stratford, a town near Delaware, ac-

cording to an unconfirmed report from
a farmer who reached Delaware, to¬
day, was literally swept from the map
and 1)0 are drowned.

A wireless report received at the
Ohio State University here this a£#er-
noon from Mount Vernon said that
town was hit hard by the flood and
probably 100 had Inst their lives. This
report could not bo verified to-nisrht.
Mengie reports from Hamilton, in the

Miami Valley, are that a half-dozen
or more lives were lost. Confirmation
is lacking.

Reports from the southern part of
the State indicate that the situation
there Is serious and may result in a
heavy death toll. Zanesvllle, on the
swollen Muskingum River, according to
reports to-night, was largely under
water, ar.d several buildings are re-
ported to have collapsed. Wire pom-
munication was cut off early to-night,
when the Western Union office was
flooded The operator's last words were
that the town was under water, that a
buildinp: near to th« telegraph office
had fallen and that he would have to
Ret out.
The Muskingum River empties Into

the Ohio Kiver at Marietta, and the
local United States Weather Bureau
to-day sent out flood warnings to all
points below Zanesvllle to prepare for
a flood.

Last available information from these
places was that they were partly or
wholly submerged. Marietta and Mc-
Connellsville were reported under sev¬
eral feet of water. The Muskingum
River was reported to be more than ten
feet higher than ever before.

Chillicothe, Circlevllle, Portsmouth.
Ironton and all points in the Miami
Valley south are cut off from commu¬
nication to-night, and all are either
partly or almost wholly under water,
according to last reports available to¬
day.

At Chillloothe the telephone and tel-
egraph offices were Hooded early to¬
day and all communication cut off

| Reports from Akron late to-day were
that at least 500 families are home
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less and that there were many fatal¬
ities. Masillon, New Philadelphia,
Marion and Dima also were reported
to be partly inundated ami were cut
off from communication.

SAYS ttOO II fill IKS
TAKEN FROM FLOOD

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.J
Cincinnati, f».. March 20..A. 1-

Monroe, of this city, received from his
brother, .1. <\ Monroe, at Dayton, the
first definite information received here
since the breaking of communication
thirty-six hours ago. According to
Mr. Monroe, who was in long distance
telephone communication with his
brother, the list of known dead is (>O0,
with the probable total estimate for
Dayton at 1,200.
"My brother declared that there was

r.nn bodies rocovere.d from th*> flood."
said A. 1-. Monroe. "This Is in Dayton
proper, and does not include the outer
districts, where the devastation was
more complete. lie declares ihnt a
careful estimate of the total number
of dead within the city limits of Day¬
ton will probably be 1,200."

This, however, does not include
Miamisburfi and the smaller towns.

.Suffering, he declares, is extreme, amii littlo food, clothing or even drinkable
water is obtainable.
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Color Comic Section is
found every Sunday in
The 1 imes-Dispatch.
It's as interesting to

grown-ups as it is to
children.

Within Very Short Time It
\Yill Disappear in

Ocean.

WILL MOVE RAPIDLY

Official Forecaster at Washington
.(.jives Out Encouraging

Report.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

Washington, March 2fi..Professor A.
Henry, official forecaster at AVaehiug-
ton, said to-night:
"The worst of the great storm is

over. It has been stagnant for about
threo da>but our report* indicate
that it will move rapidly now to the
Northeast and disappear in the ocean.

"As to the Lanver Mississippi, which
is usually a point to !>>. watched with
special interest, there ate some chances
that the flood will be as s-'«-at, if not
greater .than that which occurred there
last February. At that time the river
reached n stage at New Orleans of
eighteen and for-tenths feet, this be-
lug- four feet over the danger limit.
Circumstances that tna_v prevent a
great floorl at New orlenns are that the
waters appear to be moving- off rapid-
ly in the river w ithout the formation
of a crest line or wave.

"Our reports to-night from Pitts-
burgh indicate that there will be no
dangerous flood there. At 7 o'clock
to-night the stage was twenty-five feet
and was still rising. That ia three
f'et above the flood stage, but our ob¬
server says that he does not expect any
greater height than twenty-six feet.

"Bxcessive rains have continued in
the Ohio watershed, and considerable
rainfall Is reported In the Atlantic and
< ;ulf States. In the lower Mii/ouri
and '.Middle (Mississippi Valleys and
Southwestern Wake ltcgion the rain
has turned to snow with vhe approach
of colder weather from the Northwest.
The Northwestern cold wave, in fact.

1? now pushing South nnrt covers pTac-
t i a 11 y the entire country bptwpcn the
M ississi ppi 'R4v» t a in) the Rockies. but
the temperature is Ikginning to mod¬
erate in thr North-west.
"Additional late reportn received at th»

Weather Bureau conlhrn earlier Indication*
of heavy rains on tlie watersheds of streams
In Kentucky and Tenne?:5er. which enter the
Ohio River from the South. hut the preclpl-
tat ion i.orlh of the Ohio River Wednesday
n,ij >v>t heavy, and the volume of waters In
the rlv-Ts of that se.-tion was not materially
hit leased. However. a repetition of the floodin the Ohio Hint was experienced In .Ian-
uary of this year Is indicated, with a prob¬
able stage nt Cairo of at lenst fifty feet
within the r.oxi ten days. Th" crest in the
Mississippi ;.t St. I.nuls may slightly exceed
t Tvent \ >.» veil feet by the erid of the week

Flood st;ipe- nie indicated for the upper
Susquehanna and In the Hudson River at
Troy and Albany.
"Definite stages in the Mississippi below

I'alro tannoi yet he forecast but with the
water now In slph? .1 flood with stapes not
v ery Brent ly In *seres of the staK* experl-
need in February of this year seem* wholly

probable.
"The outlook for the cessation of rain I11

the Hood districts within the next twenty-
four hours is good.
"The storm now centred in Kentucky,

which has been causing general precipita¬
tion for several days, will now move rapidly
northeast .1 nrd ami pass into the ocean by
Thursday nlKht, a< compa iile.l bv rnlr.* and
phtltinR pahs, and followed by fair and
much colder \ve;ither in tiie Atlantic Ptat»e
Tine weathei Friday will he fair through¬
out pr.i. tically the entire country
"Temperiiture will rise Thursday we«t of

the MisslHt.ippi and unite Renerally Friday
throughout the Central Valley*.
"Cold w a .. e warning? have been ordered

for Mississippi, Alabama UeorRla. Northern
Florida, South Carolina. Tennessee. W'eyr
Virginia, the extreme weft portions of North
Carolina and Virginia, and Southwestern
Pennsylvania.
"Storm warnings nre displayed on the At¬

lantic Coast from .Tackaonvilie to Kastport.and on the <5ulf I'o.D't from Mobile to «"e,)ar
Keys."

[Special to Thf> Times-Dispatch.]
Phoneton, Ohio. March 2fi, S:30 P. M.
The Miami River at Dayton Is rapidly

going down.
At Cincinnati a heavy rain is falling,

and ihe Ohio River has ripen to the
). I'lv-s ix foot level, the highest reached
in many years. Unless the rnln abates
shortly, the river will reach sixty feet
by daylight.

At Terre Haute the water around the
city is standing at a level, but a few
miles north of the city, at Clinton, the

'.river is reported as rising rapidly.*
At Columbus the water is reported

President Appeals to
^
the Nation

Washington, March 2(1..President Wilton to-day laaued tlic followingappeal to the nation to help the kuircrerv In the Ohio and Indiana floodai
..The terrible lloods in Ohio and Indiana have assumed the propor¬tions of a national calamity. The Ion* of life and the Infinite .sufferingInvolved prompt me to I««ut mi curucNt appeal to all who are able* In

however iimnll a way, to assist the labors of the Amerlcau Red Croas to.end contrlbatlonN nt once to the Red Croaa at Washington or to thelocal trenaurera of the society.
..We should moke this a common cauae. The needs of those uponwhont till* midden and overwhelming disaster haw come should quickenevery one capable of sympathy and compassion to give Immediate aid tothose who are laboring to rescue tind relieve.

"WOODROW WILSON."
The ('resident also sent the following telegram to both Governor Ral¬ston, nt Indianapolis, and Governor Cox, at Columbus, Ohloi
"I deeply sympathize with the people of your State In the terrible die-aster thai has come upon them. Cau the Federal government assist In

any wayf"

r\s falling, and the weuthor is growing
colder. A drizzle which has been fall¬
ing all day has turned to sleet and rain.
The water is still rising at Hamilton,

Ohio.
A report coming through Cincinnati

has Just reached here of a heavy wind
and rain storm at Harriman, Temi The
report states that many families have
been driven into the storm through
their homes being wrecked.
Freezing weather is reported o\er

utmost the entire State of Iowa. The
rain which lias been failing in many
places 18 changing to snow.
Colder weather is reported from all

parts of Ohio and rain or snow in many

BADLY CRIPPLED
BY OHIO FLOODS

Traffic on Norfolk and Western
Is Disturbed by Sub¬

merged Tracks.
rSpecial to The Times-Dispatch.]

Roanoke. Va , March 26..Tho Colum¬
bus and Cincinnati districts of the Nor¬
folk and Western are crippled <ik a
result of the <>hio floods. According
to information received to-day, the lino
is in order, however, from Portsmouth
east. The following is a digest of the
report received at the general offices
of the Norfolk and Western to-day
over the company's wire and Western
Union Telegraph.
"Heavy rains last night over the

Norfolk and Western in Ohio; all roads
are out of business at Columbus. Roth
Hacks of the Norfolk and Western
have been washed out a half mile west
of Circleville.

"This morning the rain had ceased
falling at Columbus.'Should the waters
recede for four or live hours, the com¬

pany will be able to repair damages
to the tracks.
"At two points on the Cincinnati dis¬

trict water is three feet over the
tracks latest Information says
that water is over the tracks
and bridge at Chllllcothe In¬
formation at Cincinnati says that
water is over the bridge at Clark»*.
with houses coming down and lodging
against bridge.

"At Chllllcothe water Is eighteen
in< hes deep over the .concrete platform
at the passenger station and live feet
at freight station. The water is sta¬
tionary.
"A fill between Newtown and Clare

on the Cincinnati district has been cut
through thirty feet, and more is likely
to go.

"Indications are that ft fill west of
Chllllcothe has been washed out This
will not be known definitely until the
water recedes.

"Trains from Portsmouth east are.
late, but traffic Is open."

RUMORS INWALL
STREET DENIED

Insurance Companies Not Selling
Securities to Pay Their

Losses.
(Special to The Tlme.«-T>lspatch.l

New York, llurrh Officers of l.trge
f>re insurance companies in th!s city denied
to-day tliat ihere was any truth In the re¬

port current In the Wall Street dlrtrict that
tho.se concerns had been selling -e.utitiis in

preparation for the pn> roent of claims re¬

sulting from damaRC wrought irj the Middle
West States by fires. floods and tornadoc.-.

It was pointed out that tin companies
did not know what the amount of damage
to property insured by them had been.
that It usually takes from thirty to ninety
days before a loss Is adjusted and payment
made, so It was unlikely that they would he
selling securities before they knew BhKi the
claims of the insured totaled.
Most r.f the large companies have offices

at Chicago and St. Paul, through whl It the
claims would have to come first e the
New York office received tiny Information.
An officer of the Continental Insurance

Company, which has large amounts of tor¬
nado Insurance in the West, stated that h<-
helleved the loss resulting from Are and
tornado would not be large, especially from
the latter cause.

The Old "Y" Bridge at Zanesville, Ohio

SOW SCK.NK OF FLOOD.

PIQUA REPORTED
PREY 10 FLAMES

Rumor Over Telephone Says It
Is Meeting Dayton's

Fate.

ITS DEATH LOSS HEAVY

News Bulletins Which Tell Pro¬
gress of Ohio's Greatest

Disaster.

fhonetnn, O., Mnrch 26.11 P. M..«
III)- Long niatoure to Xew York)^.
Fur (he pant hour the flames from th*
burning building* In Dnytnn hare been
visible here. The Are appear* to be
spreading. The rnln has censed, and
thin aid In quenching the Area la thus
lost. t

'1'Toy reports over thlo telephone wire
thnt Plqun In on Are, and that tho
flnmea of the flrr there nre plainly visi¬
ble nt Tr«ty.
Plqun yesterday reported a heavy

death Iiim, whlrh haa up to to-night
beea unconfirmed.

GOVERNOR SAYS l.OOO.
Colnruhus, March 2U..That the loaa

of life lu Unytou irill not he leas than
liO(KI wn» the estimate made this even¬
ing by Governor fox. after an analysis
of the Informntlnn from the centre of
the citr. which waa cleared through hla
otllce.
"How many more than that there

Mill be no one can tell," he sold.

Ham la Weakening."
Columbus, Ohio, March 20Gov¬

ernor Cox received a dispatch shortly
hpfiipe midnight thut the I.ewlstown
tlnm nas Mrukrnlnc, and might go out
»l nny time. Acting on thla auppoaed
in fortun l Ion. the Governor Rot Into
communication with railroad oAlcials
nnd iirniiiKfil to urnil n apeclol trolu
from Beliefon I nine early to-morrow*
vtIth men and material to streugthen
the rlnm.

Gang of Ro^hii I.noting.
Dayton, Ohio, March 2U..A gang of

roiiRli* went through the southern
part of the city late to-night lu«truct-
Inc the people to extinguish all lights
for fenr of a gas explosion, and then
liecan raiding. I nlver»lt> atudenta
from Cincinnati and the tralTic ufflctri
dispersed the gang.

Ilecke] Ilouae Burning,
[.Special to Tho Times-Dispatch.]

Columbus, Ohio, March 2®..Tfco
Meckel Ilouae In Dayton nnd all that
portion of Jefferson Street between
Third Street and the 'Western X.'nlon
ofllce vrns reported on Are at a Into
hour thin afternoon in a telephone
message kpiiI by Wire Chief (irern, of
the Hell Telephone Company, through
I'boneton, Ohio.
The riyiorts nnld nt least 12,000 per¬

sons are marooned In buildings In the
business district, a part of which 1*
now in flame*. Green snid that four or
lite terror-stricken faerH nre watch¬
ing the n|>proncb of the Are nt every
wlnodw, while hundreds of otbera a'e
Jumping from roof to roof, In hope
of escaping the Annies.
The Are la reported aa baring

atartcd from the explosion of no oil
tank, which collided with a partially
submerged building *>( Kotirth nnd
.teflcrKon Streets.
Other explosions are reported to

hnvc occurred at Intervals of from
half mi hour to an hour following the
first one, . .

Kficli tended to spread the tinmen,
nnd the conditions nre frightful.

\ lire which started lu n building on
Thrlrd Street, niljolnlng the library
nnd two blocks south of the Phillips
House, Is burning to the south, nnd
the wholesnle liquor district Is endna-
ge'ed. -.

At the time of the report, the Are
hnd burned to within two blocks of
the Home Telephone exchange, front
which Green was talking.
The one rny of hope left for those

marooned in the buildings in the sec¬
tion where the lire is raging. Is that
Third Street Is very wide nnd the
courthoii.se square lies directly ahead
of (he path the Arc la taking. These
open spaces mny enable those who areI lighting the Arc with dynamite from
small boats, to check the damn be¬
fore the?- enn cross the street and
sprend to other sections of the city.

Wnnts Gas Shut OfT.
Columhti", Ohio, March 2d..Gov¬

ernor Cox asked the Associated Press
to notify Its West Virginia correspon¬
dents to get Into touch with natural
gns companies supplying Dayton with
gas. anil «Nk them to shut off the sup-
ply of gns In Dayton. The ens Is be¬
lieved to be feeding the couAugratlon
which prevails in Dayton.

Two FHiudred Reported Dend,
[Special t? Tho Times-Dispatch.]
West Indianapolis, Ind., March 26 .

Two hundred are reported dead here.
Bridges connecting Indianapolis and
this city have been washed away.
Thousands crossing the rlwr were
caught in a water trap. Three hun¬
dred sought refuge on the roof of a
factory.
Women who were rescued say they

saw bodies of men, women and child*
ron drifting ashore. Late in th« day
only one wire connected tho city wlfh
the outside world. Famine Is threat¬
ened. .Many women have died from
exposure uftor being rescued.

I


